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had been greatly diminished by the war. It was
necessary to perform many operations without anes-
thesia. The medical staff, composed of the old
Russian group, one of the finest in the world, had
been reduced by the war, and its remaining mem-
bers, considered as enemies of communism and
treated as such, had been relegated to the lowest
category in the entire social scheme, Class D.
Rationed and housed accordingly, their entire sup-
ply of food consisted of one pound of black bread
a day for each person.

Under such medical and surgical conditions thou-
sands of women died as a result of septic curettages.
Yet even in the face of the fatalities that ensued, the
privilege of abortion was so abused and the practice
reached such enormous proportions that as time
went on the government realized that it must be
discouraged, and gradually modified its practice
until by 1929 abortions were permitted only in
cases where pregnancy was not advanced beyond
two months, and then only upon medical advice.

In 1935 Stalin issued a new law under which
abortions are now permitted only in emergencies
in which they become necessary in order to save
the life of the mother. In all other cases they are
illegal and both the patient and the doctor who per-